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AF - Prudence Bushnell 

Death of Rwandan and Burundi Presidents in Plane 
Crash Outside Kigali 



A plane crash near Kigali has apparently resulted in the 
d.;,th of the Presidents of Rwanda and Burundi. There are 

f?rm^rt reoorts that the plane was shot down by unknown 
"!?^°"uirr ihe ^N special representative in Rwanda has 
n^oanizera SJtiSg K^ieen the military and Western diplomats 
:r?he S S ^bassldor-s residence at 9:00 AM tomorrow to 
discuss the transition. 

According to reports from Kigali, the Rwandan military has 

r£V k ^^^^'^^r... that 

So?h"?e2weirLbyarlmana and eSrunai President Cyprien 

SSby-as^^I ?r???^acrii; 

Habyarimana. 1 

ThP tiN oeacekeeping operation. UNAMIR, travelled to the 
crash si^e/buftheVlndan military prevented the UN from ^ 
^ L^Jnn t-he site The Rwandan military also . reportedly - ^ 
Ss^rmedlhe SN^^Belgian) peacekeepers stationed at the a.rport 
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t, o«rj=.n raflio as vet. In Burundi^ the President of the 
Rwandan radio as yet. xn presidential succession) 

appealed on tSe^isiof ll:30 PM local tin,e, .long with the 
iiN sDeSal envoy to Burundi Ahmedou Abdallah, the Minister of 
Defense and ^h^Army Chief of Staff, The Assembly Pirf^ident 
?^^f?rLd that the Burundi President was travelling with the 
RSandaSpresfdent and that there had been some problem with the 
puHe There was no confirmation of any deaths. 

The ^r^*>«s^r>n question will be d ifficult in RwaMa^The 
ArushT^ords provide that thi-pi^sident of the T^^ition 
S^Mnnal Assembly assumes the presidency on an interim basis. 
SoweSer thHssembl? has not yet been installed ^Ana£^ 
forcefdelegation^toldj ^ Booh RoQt) that the 

^^.^lU^iZ^2r^A^A to take over power temp orarily. Booh Booh 
^gggili^ delegation g o ^rk with exigtin T authorities and 
SflSffhe f?ameSirk of the Arusha accords; however the 
military was very resistant to working with the current 
7?;J^hL Prime Minister, Agathe Uwilingiyamana. The 
aeJegaUon is to mSet wi^h Booh Booh and Western fiP^^-t^^t 
the U S, Ambassador's residence tomorrow morning at ^0? AM; 
rhl military assured Booh Booh that forces will remain in the 
barracks . 

Both our Embassies in Kigali and Bujumbura report that the 
nii-ies are relatively calm, although an increase in sporadic 
ainf ire and Jrenade Lplosions was noted in Kigali. Both posts 
2 J^nrted the American community to stay at home until 

?u^the? SicS 'Sll^ericans are believed safe. There are no 
Peace Corps volunteers in either country. 

Tf as it appears, both Presidents have been Killed, there 
a strong likelihood that widespread violence could break out 

The White House has requested that we prepare a 



ot hei_ _wa 
jeTgTans 



rta I ni ans . The wnite rnjuoc ^^^^ - - „^i-, 

^Sfldential statement expressing condolences and urging calm. 
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The Rwandan Ambassador to Washington confirmed President 
Habyarimana's death in a phone conversation with AF/C, but 
?he?e has been no official announcement of the deaths over 
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